
MINUTES
Of a Regular Meeting of the
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
April 5, 2023

A regular meeting of the Village Board of Piper City was brought to order at the Community Building on April 5, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Orr presiding.  Trustees Fuoss, Houck, Cotter, Berry, Bertrand, and Mogged responded to roll call.   

The minutes from the regular meeting held on March 2, 2023, were presented to the Board for their approval.  Motion to approve the minutes was made by Cotter and seconded by Berry.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  

The financial report for March showing a balance on hand in all funds of $1,049,276.63 as of March 31, 2023, was presented to the Board for their approval.  The motion was made by Houck and seconded by Bertrand to approve the financial report.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the report was approved.

A list of payroll and bills were presented to the Board for their consideration.  Motion by 
Fuoss and seconded by Mogged that the village clerk issue warrants on the village treasurer to named claimants.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  The list of payroll and bills is attached to these minutes and made a part hereof by reference.

Under public comments, Bryant Movern addressed the board over concerns he has about the permitting of fences.  He stated that he felt Mayor Orr was injecting personal preferences into decisions being made over the approval of fence permits regardless of the ordinance.  Mayor Orr suggested that Movern’s complaint be presented to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The board agreed and Mogged stated that it should be done within 30 days.  John McElwee and Verilee Mosier addressed the board with their concerns of their neighbors’ not leashing their dogs when letting them outside or being leashed too near a sidewalk to be safe.  Mosier was bitten by a neighbor’s dog and required hospital care.  Both stated that they felt they had made several complaints and have not seen any action taken.

Under old business, Mayor Orr informed the board that he is waiting for a quote from Lee Excavating on the Cross St. Extension project.  Clerk McCoy noted that she will order the street banners and they should be delivered by the next meeting.  Mayor Orr asked Movern for an update on the Propel Grant through ATS and he responded that it has been submitted and he is waiting for a response. 

Under new business, a representative from Republic Garbage Services shared with the board some literature and basic information about the services they could provide for the village.  Jim Boomgarden, Boomgarden Trash Hauling, also spoke to the board about the services that his company provides.  The board decided to discuss further before awarding the garbage contract 
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for the upcoming year.  The board discussed garbage contracts and Mogged made a motion to offer Boomgarden Trash Hauling a one-year contract of $67,032 with a termination clause and stipulations that he repair his dumpsters, make needed garbage truck repairs, and be more actively responsible for his employees and Houck seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote Fuoss, Houck, Mogged, Cotter, Berry, and Bertrand voted aye and the motion was carried.

Mayor Orr shared with the board that it would be possible to do more curb and gutter work this fiscal year as Concrete may have more flexibility in their schedule.  The board suggested to finish out Pine St. repairs.  After a visual inspection of remaining brick street curbs and gutters a schedule for more work will be made, possibly including some sidewalks.

 Mayor Orr informed the board that Tyler Martin has mailed a flyer to all residents concerning the water line inventory.

Mayor Orr asked the board for their opinion on some landscaping of the railroad park after the railroad finished installing their hubs.  This discussion was tabled until a later date.

Mayor Orr asked the board if they wanted to donate to the Show Bus organization.  Cotter made a motion to donate $250.00 to Show Bus and Berry seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.

Mayor Orr noted that the current Grass/Weed mowing ordinance allows a grass/weed height of 8” and asked the board to consider revising that to 6” to ensure that if residents are cited that they will have time to mow before their property becomes unsightly.  Mogged made a motion to amend the Grass/Weed mowing ordinance to read that grass/weed height not to exceed 6” in height and Houck seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.

Mayor Orr noted that the village needs a part-time employee to mow and assist with other outside duties during the mowing season.  After reviewing applications, Mayor Orr asked the board to hire Jose Mauricio at a wage of $14 per hour.  Berry made a motion to approve the hiring of Jose Mauricio as a part-time employee at wage rate of $14 per hour and Houck seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.

Mayor Orr informed the board that the code officer phone is not working well and has poor reception.  He asked the board to consider cancelling the IVC phone service and instead paying Code Officer Walker a stipend of $65 for use of her personal cell phone.  Cotter made a motion to cancel the phone service and approve $65/month phone stipend for Walker and Mogged seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.
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Code Officer Walker shared her activity reports with the board and noted that the deadline for removing inoperable vehicles was April 11 and she will begin writing citations on April 12.  

Under trustee reports, Bertrand shared that the Tri-Point NHS was having their annual 5K walk/run in May.  The organization asked if the village would be a donor.  Mogged made a motion to donate $100.00 to the Tri-Point NHS for the event and Fuoss seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.

Motion for adjournment was made by Fuoss and seconded by Bertrand. Motion was carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 




								Rhonda McCoy, Village Clerk
